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                          Cats Angels  to  the RescueCats Angels  to  the Rescue
 This past year Cats Angels has been working diligently to help residents TNR stray 
cats in West Nassau.  So, far this year we have helped spay/neuter over 750 cats! One 
rescue that we want to share with you involves 7 beautiful cats that were living in de-
plorable conditions. We were asked to assist in a hoarding/abandonment case where 
the owner fled out of state and left behind several Great Danes, a pig, chickens, and 14 
Siamese cats and kittens. We learned that 
these cats were living in a room the size of a 
bathroom. The living conditions for the cats 
was unacceptable. We quickly reached out 
to help and soon another rescue stepped up 
to help too. Cats Angels made a commitment 
to take all the adult cats and Froggy’s Cat 
Rescue would take the kittens. Thankfully, 
many breed/animal specific rescue groups 
stepped in to assist the large animals by the 
time we arrived to pick up the adult cats.
 

Once we relocated the cats and gave them time to settle in at Cats Angels, we quickly learned 
they were extremely sweet and grateful to have just the basics (water, food, and CLEAN bed-
ding). Our work at Cats Angels was just beginning. Our next step was to evaluate them medi-
cally and then have them spayed/neutered and tested for diseases. We discovered that all the 
cats were infested with ear mites and a few had upper respiratory infections that we treated. 

Also, one cat was deaf and our veterinarian sug-
gested she had been deaf since birth. She was a 
beautiful sold white with soft medium fur and gold eyes. We named her Opal.
 
After a few weeks of treating the 
cats for medical issues we were 
able to have them spayed and 
neutered. They then moved into 
our Adoption Center so that they 
could meet potential adopters to 
find their forever homes. We are 
so pleased to share with you that 
all the cats except one has found 
wonderful homes! 
Good News - just before the 
newsletter went to print, Nicoletta, 
a beautiful and friendly gray kitty 
found her “forever home” too!



Do you have a few hours you can spare?  
Do you like working in retail or with the cats?  Can you help with 
fundraising? Cats Angels is welcoming volunteers to our team.

  
Call 904-321-2267 or stop by Cats Angels to  talk with us, 

You can also submit a volunteer application online at 
www.catsangels.com and we will contact you.

THE CATS ANGELS THRIFT STORE IS OPEN
 NEW AND IMPROVED  - - CLEAN AND SAFE 

STORE HOURS MON - FRI 11 AM TO 4 PM; SAT 10 AM TO 4 PM
DONATIONS ACCEPTED DURING STORE HOURS

VISIT THE CATS IN OUR ADOPTION CENTER 
OPEN DURING STORE HOURS

Visit us on Facebook to keep up with the latest events, sales and 
to see the newest cats in our Adoption Center

Hello to all my peeps.
  
Well, my time to retire has 
come.  I have moved to the 
Cats Angels “Cat’s Pause” 
Retirement Center.  I am very excited as it has just undergone a 
massive renovation and redecorating.  And there are no little cats--
you know kittens.  We have a wonderful outdoor “Catio” area where 
we can lounge about and watch the human servants work.  It is 
climate controlled and has such lovely furnishings.  Which brings 
me to my chosen topic….aging felines.  Just like humans we felines 
have some special needs as we age.  We develop arthritis in our 
joints just like you do.  We may not be able to hop up on the couch 
like we used to.  We also may find it difficult to use a high litter 
box.  A small box or a set of pet stairs can help. We also need to be 
watchful of our diet.  If in doubt, you should always check with your 
veterinarian about senior diets.  Blood work at least twice per year 
is recommended for senior kitties and will help your veterinarian de-
cide what type of diet is best to insure good health.
Well, I must be going.  Bingo begins in 15 minutes, and I hate to be 
late for anything that involves snacks.

Thanks to everyone for your continued support.
Meeeeeoooooooowwwwwwww

The Thrift Store at Cats Angels
The Thrift Store at Cats Angels is a very busy place and the backbone of our fundraising efforts.  Revenue from the Thrift Store helps pay 
the bills for our facility and all of our programs.  There are recent changes in the Cats Angels Thrift Store. Cindy Messenger will be our new 
part-time Thrift Store Manager. Cindy has been volunteering in the store three days a week for the past 

three years while working at Harris Teeter. Cindy recently retired from 
Harris Teeter and now has extra time to devote to Cats Angels.
Bonnie Howell has been working dual positions as the Thrift Store 
Manager and as our Volunteer Coordinator for the past year and has 
done a wonderful job in both positions! Bonnie will continue to be the 
Volunteer Coordinator for the Adoption Center. Freeing Bonnie up to 
a singular position will allow her to focus on the Adoption Center as 
her priority AND to make sure she has time for travel and to fulfill 
her bucket list! Cindy (Left) takes a rare quiet moment to spend time 
in the Adoption Center with Little Bit.  Bonnie (Right) is a “Jill of All 
Trades” and  recently tackled some of the landscaping chores at the 
store. A big THANK YOU to both of these ladies.  

Mystra’s picture was 
submitted by Carla 
Sampson and will be 
the cover photo on the 
2022 Purrfect Cats of 
Cats Angels calendar!  
There were 137 pho-
tos entered this year. 
Look for the calendar 
to be on sale at the 

Thrift Store and online at our website in November.  

Congratulations to our 2022 Calendar 
Photo Contest Winner - Mystra

Are you noticing a 
beach scene back-
drop to some of 
our pictures?  
We have a new 
beach mural in 
our Adoption Cen-
ter courtesy of lo-
cal artists Cindy 
Brunt, Marie Reilly 
and Genie Manter-
field.  Gary Brunt 
installed the shelving which are painted to look like beach towels!  
Little Bit is enjoying a day at the beach  safely near the Lifeguard 
Station!  Thank you all for bringing a bit of Fernandina Beach into 
our Adoption Center.

Every Day is a Day at the Beach at Cats Angels
FelineFeline

GrapevineGrapevine

KiKiKiKi



COMMUNITY OUTREACH PROGRAMS
LOW COST SPAY/NEUTER PROGRAMS 
EXPAND WITH “SPAY YOUR MOMMA”

We receive many phone calls for help with low cost spay/neuter and 
after hearing so many comments about getting momma cats fixed but 
the kittens were “given away” not spayed or neutered, we knew we 
had to come up with something to help break the cycle of continuous 
unwanted litters and the Spay Your Momma Program was born.  Un-
der this program, Momma cat will be spayed for free and when the 
kittens are 3 months old, they will be spayed or neutered for $20 each.  
Momma and the kittens will also be given a rabies and feline distem-
per vaccination.  Now we 
can be sure these kittens 
will not be having kittens 
of their own.  It also helps 
to reinforce the impor-
tance of spay and neuter 
– not only for the momma 
cat but for the kittens too.

THE VOUCHER PROGRAM
The Voucher Program started in June and the need was so great that 
we issued our maximum amount of vouchers.  It will start up again 
in January 2022.  The Voucher Program is not a grant.  It is funded 
through private donations and sales from our Thrift Store. The money 
paid for the voucher goes back into and in part funds the Voucher Pro-
gram. We gratefully accept donations to help fund the Program. Res-
idents of Nassau County, FL and Camden County, GA must provide 
“Proof of Need” with one of the following: Medicaid Card,  EBT Food 
Card, Disability Check Stub, previous year tax return with one adult 
household income less than $25K or two adult household income less 
than $40K. 
 Pet and TNR cat Spay/Neuter is $10, and 

dogs are $40.  All the animals will receive 
rabies and distemper vaccinations.  TNR 

cats arriving in humane traps will have their left ear tipped.  Any other 
services are the responsibility of the owner.  The Vouchers can be 
purchased during individual business hours at Cats Angels, Nassau 
County Animal Services and Camden (GA) Humane Society. Vouch-
er holders must call and schedule their appointment at First Coast  
No More Homeless Pets. The Vouchers are redeemable only at First 
Coast No More Homeless Pets and they do have an expiration date.  
If the voucher is lost, it will not be replaced.

HEAL MOBILE VETERINARIAN BRINGS 
LOWER COST SPAY/NEUTER 

AND PET VACCINATION CLINICS 
TO CATS ANGELS

Dr. Carlos Aguiar has been bringing Pet Vaccination Clinics to Cats 
Angels and they have been very successful.   You can get your pet 
updated on all vaccinations, flea medications and microchipped.  
He even offers the first 10 rabies vaccinations for free!  The vacci-
nation clinics are done quarterly so keep an eye on our Facebook 
page for the next one in January,  

Dr. Aggie and his Heal Mobile van

Dr. Aggie brought his van to 
Cats Angels on Sunday Octo-
ber 10 to perform lower cost 
spay/neuter surgeries for pet 
and feral cats.  It was the first 
time we offered this service and 
we had 5 pet cats 11 feral cats 
spayed/neutered that day. 
This gives our community an-
other opportunity to get their 
pets spayed or neutered at a 
lower cost and on a weekend.  
If you want to get on the sched-
ule for Heal Mobile’s next stop 
at Cats Angels, give us a call at 
904-321-2267.

Dr. Aggie, Vet Tech Maxine and 
Cats Angels Executive Director 
Sherry Merritt led the Spay/Neuter 
Team on Sunday, October 10.

Rose with Dinah and Brooke.  
Next stop Dallas!

PAWS ACROSS THE OCEAN TO DALLAS, TEXAS!
Passione Gatti di Canepina, SPCA, is a registered non-profit that cares for stray cats in Italy. Rose 
Slattery, the organization’s Director and Cats Angels volunteer, travels during the year between Italy 
and the USA. On occasion, she brings along cats who would be difficult to rehome.  One of the cats 
is Dinah who suffered a broken leg at 6 months old. Dinah was adopted but the family could not keep 
her due to family/medical issues.  Sherry Merritt, Cats Angels Executive Director, accepted Dinah into 
Cats Angels Adoption Program. On Dinah’s very first day, she was spotted by Brooke Grisham who 
has adopted “special case” cats from Cats Angels and other shelters. Brooke lives in Dallas and is a 
frequent visitor to Amelia Island. Dinah is now an official Texan y’all! If you would like to learn more 
about the work of Passione Gatti di Canepina or donating to their cause, please visit them on Face-
book or their Go Fund Me Page. The group of 7 volunteers takes care of 14 colonies and provides 
TNR, medical assistance, adoptions and food to small towns in the Province of Viterbo.



Our cat’s name is Natasha and she came into our lives during the 
pandemic in the summer of 2020. Natasha was a kitten and was 
with her mom when she first appeared at the far perimeter of our 
back yard. We spent a lot of time out on the lanai during the pan-
demic. It was a refuge from being inside all of the time. We enjoyed 
watching the kitty and her mom. They would quickly disappear if we 
made eye contact with them. At first, we left some food and water 
out where we had seen them. The food remained untouched for the 
most part and we stopped putting it out as the visits were sporadic.  
Starting in January of 2021, the little kitty started coming around 
by herself. She took up residence under a fountain grass plant lo-
cated near the lanai but far from the lanai door. We would see her 
often and started putting the food out once again. My husband was 
the driving force in this endeavor of feeding the stray/feral cat. He 
did a clucking noise when he put the food and water out for her. 
She recognized this was her notification that food was ready and 
came running but not until my husband was back on the screened-
in lanai. My husband moved the food closer and closer to the door 
to the lanai so we could watch her eat. She seemed to have this 
internal clock and would sometimes be waiting for him when it was 
close to the time we usually fed her. Now at this time, we thought 
the cat might be a male and named him Felix. We decided that 
the cat could use some shelter from the rain and safety from the 
owls, hawks and coyotes that sometimes frequented our yard. We 
ordered a Cat House from Amazon and put it together. It had a little 
blanket that would provide heat when it came in contact with the 
cat. Well Felix did not go in it until we started putting the food inside. 
Then he would only enter to eat the food and then leave. We en-
joyed watching the cat eat and looked forward to mealtimes. About 

this time my husband 
was going through 
some health issues 
that caused us both 
some anxiety. Caring 
for the cat helped to 
focus on other things 
and helped in alle-
viating some of this 
stress. The cat had 
become a therapy 
cat for us.  

My friend who feeds stray/feral cats on the beach told me about 
Cats Angels and Trap-Neuter-Return to Caregiver Program. It 
seemed perfect for us.  We trapped the cat rather easily and took 
it in to be neutered and given a rabies shot in April of 2021. Were 
we surprised when we picked the cat up to find out that Felix was 
actually a female. Figured it was time for a name change and finally 
came up with the name Natasha. My husband had tried to convince 
our kids to name one of our granddaughters Natasha but it just 
didn’t happen. He finally got his Natasha. We thought that Natasha 
would leave after we released her in the back yard after her trip to 
Cats Angels but to our surprise she stayed and became friendlier. 
It wasn’t long that my husband was able to hold the bowl for her 
while she ate out of it. Then, she started eating out of his hand. By 
May, she was rubbing against him and was letting him scratch her. 
Natasha would rest outside the lanai while we were having meals 
or drinks. She seemed to like the sound of our voices and slept 
peacefully near us. Natasha began to trust us to not hurt her and 
we began to trust her to not bite or scratch us if we got too close. I 
learned that many times after an animal has been neutered/spayed 
they became calmer and more friendly. We have Cats Angels to 
thank for that. 

Natasha was a talker and did she love to talk to us. She would 
make her little noises and indicate that she wanted to come in and 
join us on the lanai. She communicated and continues still to com-
municate very well. So then, my husband started saying “Why don’t 
we let her just come onto the lanai and see what she does?”. We 
had three cats over the years and after the last one passed away in 

NatashaNatasha -  from feral cat to sweet pet
A story of trust, patience and love                                                                                  

2013, I said that I never wanted to get another pet.  The loss when 
it comes is too difficult and I didn’t want to go through it again. So, 
I was not convinced this was such a good idea. I was okay with 
feeding a stray/feral outdoor cat but had not considered having 
one come in even on the lanai. I never thought that the stray/feral 
cat could become an inside pet.  However, Natasha’s new friendly 
demeanor gave me doubts about my initial theory. Also, I observed 
how much the interaction with Natasha helped to calm my husband 
and change his focus from his concerns about his health. With that 
in mind, I agreed with some conditions. The first one was that she 
could not come on the lanai without some type of flea treatment. 
He was right on it, got the flea treatment and was able to put it on 
her while she ate out of his hand. 

We opened the lanai screen door and welcomed her in. We had 
put a litter box out there but she did not know how to use it and that 
came later but she was a quick study.  She is a very curious cat 
and explored areas of the lanai that we didn’t even know we had. 
After a while she became very agitated so we opened the door for 
her to leave. We thought that she would probably just remain an 
outdoor kitty. However, Natasha came back the very next day. This 
time we left the door open. As it became evening she ventured 
over to the open door and looked out and then came back to the 
love seat to be petted. A little while later she did the same thing but 
came running back. She ended up spending the night on our lanai. 
So, I thought that she would be our kitty that lived on the lanai.  See 
where this is going. “What if” my husband says, “we just let her into 
the house to see what she does?” Me: “I don’t want another pet”. 
Husband: “if it doesn’t work out and you still feel that way then at 
least we have fostered her to get her domesticated so she be ad-
opted by a family”.  Her sweet demeanor was starting to crack my 
resolve and I agreed to let her come into the house.

And the rest of the story is that we took her to the vet to make 
sure she was healthy. After a few bumps in the road, Natasha has 
become the perfect pet and we have welcomed her into our heart 
and home. She is cuddly and affectionate. She is very proficient 
at using the litter box. I started giving her treats when I first saw 
her use it and encouraged her to use it first thing every morning.  
Now she lets me know if I don’t see her use it and expects a treat. 
Natasha is smart and very curious. She keeps us on our toes and 
makes us smile.

Natasha has charmed her way into our hearts and is a great com-
panion for us both. She lets us hold and carry her and demands 
petting and belly rubbing. Natasha loves to get combed and de-
mands this as part of her rituals every morning and evening. She 
sits on the bathroom counter and waits for my husband to deliver 
this service. She sleeps with us usually at the foot of the bed. Many 
times, though, she will sleep on my stomach or cuddle beside me. 
She also enjoys sleeping on my husband’s feet. This is not what I 
thought a stray/feral cat would do who had little interaction with hu-
mans during her early months. We have been pleasantly surprised 
and get great satisfaction caring for her. Natasha has added an 
extra dimension to our lives. My friends who have been there as 
the Natasha story unfolded say that she won the Kitty Cat Lottery. 
That may be true but we say that we have gained so much more. 

Thanks Cats Angels for your great organization and all that you do. 
You are an asset to the community!

Terri and Fred Borakove



 

We received an e-mail about a Calico cat that had been showing 
up at a residence in Old Town Fernandina and she needed help.  
The family had been 
feeding her and she was 
friendly, but she was very 
skinny and looked like a 
senior kitty. Our volun-
teers went to check out 
her situation and had no 
problem getting “Granny” 
into our carrier for her 
trip to Cats Angels.  She 
was examined by the vet 
and bloodwork showed 
she was in good shape 
for the life she had been 
living.  She also had a 
clipped ear so we know 
she was spayed.  Gran-
ny was updated on her 
vaccinations, given flea 
treatment and was mi-
crochipped.  She was 
ready to be part of our 
Adoption Program. In no 
time at all, she was adopted into a wonderful home by a couple 
looking for a senior cat.  Granny was also getting a housemate.  
Opal (from our hoarding case) was adopted too.  The new pet par-
ents say Granny spends most of her day eating and sleeping - in 
the new bed that she received as a gift from her rescuers in Old 
Town!  Opal made herself at home very quickly too.  A great ending 
to a rescue story for two kitties finding forever homes together.

A Good Samaratin couple stopped by the Adoption Center to show 
us pictures of a young black kitten that they spotted living near 
railroad tracks.  They were able to lure the kitten with food and took 
it home to care for it.  Since they did not live in the area, they were 
hoping to find a safe place that would accept him.  Choo-Choo was 
brought to the Adoption Center and one of the first things we no-
ticed was something going on in his mouth.   When he was exam-
ined by the vet, it appeared that Choo-Choo’s baby teeth had not 

fallen out when his adult 
teeth came in so he had 
two sets of teeth in his 
little mouth!!  The over-
crowding had caused an 
infection and his situa-
tion was relieved by den-
tal surgery to remove his 
baby teeth.  We’re watch-
ing him closely for any 
other dental issues and 
he’s looking pretty good.  
He’s a sweet playful boy 
who makes fast friends 
with his feline roommates 
and our visitors as well,  
As of this writing, he’s still 
waiting for his “forever 
home” and family.  
Thank you to Erik and 
Courtney for your kind-
ness and caring for Choo-
Choo.

YES, I want to help Cats Angels! YOUR DONATIONS HELP CATS ANGELS 
SAVE LIVES   

 Name ____________________________________________   Address ________________________________________________
 City, State, Zip  _____________________________________  Email __________________________________________________

 Please charge my ___VISA  ___Mastercard  ___Discover
 Acct. #_________________________________________________ Expiration Date ________________  CVV ______

 This gift is in honor/memory of ______________________________________________________________
  ____ I would like to give my consent to be recognized in upcoming newsletters.

  ____  $25
  ____  $50
  ____  $100
  ____  $250
  ____  $500
  ____  $1,000
  ____  Other $_____
  ____  MATCHING GIFT   __________________________________________(Company name) will match my gift.

Your generosity has allowed us to help spay or neuter over 19,000 cats and kittens since June 2001. 
Through your unwavering commitment to our organization and our programs, we can continue to help many felines

that otherwise would be left to continue to breed and remain homeless.

Your donation goes directly towards:
     *  spaying, neutering and other medical care
     *  helping to place animals into loving homes
     *  emergency care for abandoned and abused animals
     *  food and shelter for feral cat colonies

Easier than writing and sending a check - you can set up a recurring donation payment to Cats Angels through 
“Bill Pay” on your bank website or through PayPal link on our website www.catsangels.com

MEET TWO OF OUR NEWEST RESCUE KITTIES
Granny and Choo-ChooGranny and Choo-Choo
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FOOD DONATIONS
Purina One Indoor Advantage, Urinary, Hairball or Kitten Dry Food, 
Fancy Feast or Friskies wet food – Pate style,  Any quality “on sale” 
dry or wet food

CAT SUPPLIES
Cat Litter – clay, clumping or pine, Disposable puppy pads

LAUNDRY/CLEANING SUPPLIES
Dawn dish washing soap, Laundry detergent ‘pods’ (HE), Bleach – 
liquid and spray bottle, White vinegar (gallons), Paper Towels

MISCELLANEOUS SUPPLIES
Gift Cards – Walmart, Grocery Stores, Lowes, Home Depot, Staples, 
White Copy Paper, Wide Green or Blue Painters Tape, Sheets and 
Towels

These items are greatly appreciated and can be brought 
to the Cats Angels Thrift Store/Adoption Center at

709 S. 8th Street in Fernandina Beach during business hours
Monday thru Friday 11 AM to 4 PM

Saturday 10 AM to 4 PM

www.catsangels.com

EVERY DOLLAR YOU DONATE IS 
VERY IMPORTANT 

Cats Angels receives no government funding.  
All of our revenue is raised by private donations, grants and fund 
raising.  The Nassau County Animal Expo, calendar sales, Coins for 
Kitties and various events throughout the year help bring in much 
needed money to carry on our Spay/Neuter, TNR and Adoption 
Programs.  These monies help us give the best care possible to 
all the cats, especially our Adoption Center kitties.  Please use the 
enclosed envelope to make your donation today.

SPAY AND NEUTER
THE RESPONSIBLE SOLUTION

TNRTNR
A humane solution

to
feral cat 

overpopulation

Halo says,”Aluminum cans 
help homeless cats”! 
A collection bin is in 

our parking lot
709 South 8th Street, 
Fernandina Beach, FL

Janet Michea
770-757-7875

www.ameliapetportraits.com

Custom-Designed
Gift Certificates for 

Holiday Giving

Paintings of 
special pets 

for special people


